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Authorisation Criteria for radiography / fluoroscopy of pregnant patients or patients whose pregnancy status is unknown in medical emergency situations:

 
There are rare occasions when a known pregnant patient or a patient whose pregnancy status is unknown, may require an ionising radiation exposure to their abdomen and / or pelvis for a life threatening clinical indication. 
 
The following procedures are justified, saving the need for the Operator to get the IR(ME)R practitioner to justify the radiation exposure:
 
 Radiography 

· Lumbar spine, pelvis, hip and femur in trauma cases where there is a strong suspicion of a fracture

Every effort should be made to get high quality diagnostic images first time using accurate centring, collimation and appropriate exposure factors for the patient habitus. The radiographic views are specified in the Radiography Authorisation Guidelines. A maximum of 2 attempts per view should be tried. 

Fluoroscopy

· Theatre radiography during surgery for neck of femur or femoral shaft fracture
· ERCP
· Nephrostomy performed in the operating theatre by a urologist
· Ureteric stent insertion performed in the operating theatre by a urologist
· Any vascular or interventional radiology procedure that is lifesaving, such as EVAR, Endarterectomy, embolization for trauma or post biopsy
 
A reduced pulse rate should be used and the screening time kept to a minimum. The field of view should be kept small to cover the area of interest. 


If further advice, clarification or guidance is required, this can be obtained from the on-call Radiologist acting as the IR(ME)R Practitioner. They can be contacted via switchboard. 


Please see EP6 for further details regarding pregnancy status. 

Justified by 
Dr Thayahlan Iyngkaran - Luton & Dunstable Hospital (Clinical Director & Consultant Radiologist (IR(ME)R Practitioner) and 
Dr Ramita Dey – Bedford Hospital (Clinical Director & Consultant Radiologist (IR(ME)R Practitioner)
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